NiIOo AN

Most likely you add this request from HaKodosh Boruch Hu every time that you
bentch during the 7 days of Sukkos. It could very well be that, in addition to
saying it as a prayer, you sing it as well.

Do we think about what this prayer means?
The words are:
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The Merciful One should erect for us the Sukkah of Dovid that is falling".

This tefilahis a paraphrase of a verse in the Novi Amos (Perek 9/Posuk 11) that
reads:
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On that day | Hashem will erect the fallingSukkah of David and | will fence
the broken pieces and erect its destroyed parts and | will build it as it was in

the past.
Before you continue reading, think for yourself what it means!

In fact, all the commentators that | have seen give one consistent explanation and
many Midrashim write the same, although some provide a different one.

Radak speaks for the majority. He writes:
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IThe seemingly awkwardness of ‘falling’ instead of ‘fell’ or will ‘fall’ will be discussed
later. ‘Falling’ is the precise translation of n'79on.



On that day — on the day of redemption | will erect the falling Sukkah of
David...the dynasty of David will arise and is what is meant by ‘Sukkah’, as a
parable. [It is appropriate because the Sukkah protects the people and so
does the king.]

Metzudoswrites:
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I will erect etc. — It means to say, ‘I will restore the dynasty to the House of
David that fell and was disgraced during the time of the Exile’.

Now, if the verse had used the word n'a, House, it would be easier to understand
this interpretation.

We read in the beginning of Sefer Sh’'mos (Perek 1/Posuk 21):
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And it was because the midwives feared G-d, He made for them Houses.
And Rashi writes:
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He made for them Houses — Houses of Kehunah and Leviya and royalty are
called Botim as it is written, ‘He built the House of G-d and the house of the
king.

Throughout Sefer Shmuel and in the Books of Melachim and Yeshaya we find the
termTIT Nn'a referring to the royal house of Dovid HaMelech.

2Radak understands D'p7xX to mean erecting or establishing for the very first time. In
fact, the House of David was established thousands of years ago and therefore o’kim
must be interpreted to mean ‘restore’.

3 The entire verse reads:
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And it was when Shlomo completed the building of the House of Hashem and
the house of the king and all the desire of Shlomo that he desired to do.



However, since the term bayis, in any of its forms, is not used in the verse, the
interpretation that Sukkas Dovid refers to that seems difficult to understand.

Alshich HaKodosh sums up many of the issues in his commentary to the Posuk in
Amos:
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On that day | will erect the Sukkah of David etc. — It is proper to pay
attention to understanding the term Sukkas Dovid. If it is referring to Israel,
why are they called a Sukkah, and why are they termed as belonging to
Dovid HaMelech? Additionally, it says no’feles, falling, in the present tense,
[it already fell]?

Some Midrashim interpret the verse in Amos as most probably would have
guessed — referring to the Beis HaMikdosh.

We read in the Pesikta of Tish’a B’av (29):
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Amos came and said to Knesses Yisroel, ‘Arise and accept a cup of
consolation.” Knesses Yisroel said to him, ‘What is in your hand? What is in
your cup?’ He said to Knesses Yisroel, ‘Hashem told me, “l am bringing back
your captives and building the Beis HaMikdosh- on that day | will erect the
falling Sukka of David”.

The same is implied, though not as explicit, in Midrash B’reishis Rabba on Parshas
Vayeshev (Parshata 88/7):
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Who is awaiting the falling Sukkah of David that Hashem will erect, as it
says, ‘On that day | will erect the [falling] Sukkah of David? [It is waiting for]
the entire world to become united into one grouping as it says, ‘Because
then | will turn all the nations to a clear language for all of them to call unto
G-d and to serve Him together.’

Since it is referring to united prayer to the Ribbono Shel Olom it is very easy to
understand the commentary of Alshich HaKodosh on this verse who writes that
the subject is the Beis HaMikdosh.

In his commentary to Sefer Amos, Rashi seems to adopt both explanations,
following in the footsteps of the Targum. He writes there:
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On that day — After all of the punishment will come upon them, that day
that will be readied for Redemption will come and on it | Hashem will erect
the falling Sukkah of David.TargumYonoson explains that it refers to the
dynasty of the reign of Dovid HaMelech.

TargumYonoson writes:
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At that time | will erect the dynasty of the reign of Dovid and | will build
their cities and | will repair their synagogues and you will rule over the
entire kingdom and you will complete and finish the Mishkan and it will be
built and completed for all time.

Do we have here a typical dispute where the various opinions have no meeting
point, nothing in common or is there a way for us to take a step back and view
each of these various opinions as providing a different aspect for our
understanding of this Posuk in Sefer Amos and understanding the Yom Tov of
Sukkos which will soon be upon us?



In other words: what connection can we find that takes into account the Yom Tov
of Sukkos, the Beis HaMikdosh and the Davidic dynasty?

Malbim sees much significance in using the Sukkah as the model for the
descendants of Dovid HaMelech.

By definition, a Sukkah is a weak structure. It has to be fit for a '® n1'T, a
temporary dwelling. If it meets the definition of a vap n'T, a permanent
dwelling, it is disqualified for use®.

After the death of Shlomo HaMelech, son of Dovid HaMelech, the dynasty began
to unravel until it finally came to an apparent end with the destruction of the Beis
HaMikdosh and the capture of the final King Tzidkiyahu.

This process was a fulfilment of G-d’s Will as we read in Sefer Melachim | (Perek
12/Posuk 15):
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King Rechavam ignored the people’s demands because this was a cause
from G-d in order to establish His Word that He spoke through the prophet
AchiaHaShiloni to Yorov'om ben N’vot.

It is true that with the election of Hillel as the nosi, Hillel a direct descendant of
Dovid HaMelech, parts of the dynasty were reawakened, but in a far less
significant role®. For the next seven generations, through Rabi Yehuda HaNosi, the

4For a discussion of the definition of 'y and vajp in regards to Sukka, see Mishnah
B’rurah Siman 633/s’if koton 3 and 633/s’if koton 2.

5Dovid HaMelech was direct descendant of Yehuda ben Yaakov Ovinu. When
Yaakov Ovinu blessed his son he said (B'reishis Perek 49/Posuk 10), among other
things:
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The staff will not turn from the tribe of Yehuda and the sceptre from between his
legs until Shilo [the Moshiach] will come and to him the nations will gather.

Rashi writes:



nesi’im were descendants of Dovid, with the exception of RabbanYochanan ben
Zakkai.

Even following Rabi Yehuda HaNosi, after the termination of the era of Tannaim,
the successors in leadership were further offspring of the Davidic family. Those
leaders were called nX'wl, an Aramaic term, to distinguish them from their
forebears who were Tannaim.

When the Jewish populace finally became centred in Babylonia, there, too,
further descendants of Dovid HaMelech served in the position of Xni7a W, the
exilarch.

However, just as the positions of nosi and nesiah came to an end in Eretz Yisroel,
so did the position of exilarch terminate in Babylonia. There was no longer a
vestige of the seed of David as unique leaders of the Jewish People.

Thus, the Sukkah as a symbol of weakness, a sign of a lack of permanence, is a
fitting parable for the Davidic dynasty. It lasted for a limited time only and
disintegrated over the years.

The symbolic Sukkah, however, does not only deal with the decline of the reign of
Dovid’s descendants. It deals also with the restoration of his future generation’s
rule. That too will be gradual.

Although Malbim does not mention it, a sort of proof text for this is found in the
Yerushalmi Masseches Yoma (Perek 3/Halachah 2) where we read:
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The staff will not turn from the tribe of Yehuda — beginning with Dovid and from

then on. This refers to the exilarchs in Babylonia that ruled the people harshly and
were appointed by the Babylonian kings.
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And the sceptre from between his legs —This refers to students with whom laws are
made [since ppinn comes from the word chokl. These are the nesiim in Eretz
Yisroel.
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An event — Rabi Chiya the elder and Rabi Shimon ben Chalafta were walking
through the Arbel valley at night. They saw the appearance of the morning
star, the light of which penetrated the darkness. Rabi Chiya the elder said
to Rabi Shimon bar Chalafta bar Rabi Yehuda HaNosi, ‘Such will be the
redemption of Israel. At the beginning it will be very slow until it increases
and will shed its light.

Thegradual dissipation of power and substance, the Sukkah-effect, was part and
parcel of the events leading up to the Churban.

We read in Masseches Rosh Hashana (31 a):
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Rav Yehuda bar I'di said in the name of Rabi Yochanan, ‘The Shechinah
travelled away from the KodeshKodoshim on ten journeys. We learn this
from various P’sukim. Parallel to that, the Sanhedrin was exiled to ten
places. We have this as a Masorah — tradition.

The Sukkah-effect was part and parcel of the fate of the Beis HaMikdosh, not only
the Davidic dynasty.

We hear a similar idea in Masseches Sanhedrin where there is a passage that
seems most cryptic. We read (96 a):
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Rav Nachman said to Rabi Yitzchak, ‘Have you heard [from your teachers]
when the ‘son of the falling one’ will come?’ Rabi Yitzchak said, ‘Who is the



‘son of the fallen® one’? He said, ‘The Moshiach’. ‘You are talking about
Moshiach and you call him the ‘the son of the fallen one’ [seemingly so
disrespectful]?”’ He said to him, ‘Yes. This is like it says ‘on that day | will
erect the falling Sukkah of Dovid.

Maharsha explains:
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The son of the falling one — It is certain that Rav Nachman used the term
‘fallen’ referring to how lIsrael has fallen in Exile. He asked, ‘How long will
the falling last until there will be the time when Israel will arise?” Rav
Yitzchak said, ‘who is the son of the fallen one? Why not call Moshiachthe
‘fallen one’ since it refers to the fallen Israel? Why did you call him the son
of the fallen one?

Rav Nachman replied, ‘He is called the son because it refers to the Davidic
dynasty that fell into exile and | called it the son because it is written ‘I will
erect the falling Sukkah of Dovid. And the falling continues until a
descendant of Dovid, a ‘son’ will be restored to the monarchy.

The Sukka of the Beis HaMikdosh and the Sukkah of the royal dynasty have fallen.
They did not “fall’ in one fell swoop. Rather, they declined gradually, falling a little
and then falling some more until the fall was complete.

And, although the historical builder of the Beis HaMikdosh was Shlomo; it was his
father’s building. It was Dovid HaMelech who wanted to build it and took the
initiative that it should be erected.

6We have shown that it is appropriate to translate n79n literally as ‘falling’. *79112
also means the one who is falling.

However an Early Reader has suggested translating it as ‘fallen’ to make the
passage more readable.



Dovid HaMelech was the founder of the dynasty that bears his name. Dovid
HaMelech was the architect of the Beis HaMikdosh and it was credited to him as
we read in Massechesh Shabbos (30 a):
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When Shlomo HaMelech built the Beis HaMikdosh he attempted to bring
the Aron HaKodesh into [its rightful place in] the KodeshKodoshim. The
gates stuck together. Shlomo said 24 praises of G-d and his request was not
fulfilled. He began saying the verse, ‘Gates, raise your heads and let the
eternal doors be uplifted and the King of glory should enter’. The gates
chased after him wanting to swallow him up’. They said, ‘Who is the King
of glory to whom you refer?’” He answered, ‘Hashem, strong and a warrior’.
Shlomo again said a verse, ‘Gates, raise up your heads and raise up the
eternal doors and let the King of Glory enter. Who is the King of Glory, it is
Hashem the King of hosts forever.” He still wasn’t answered.

When Shlomo said, ‘Hashem G-d, do not turn back the face of your
anointed one; remember the kindnesses of your servant Dovid’, he was
answered positively immediately.

Both the dynasty and the Beis HaMikdosh were Sukkos and let us now understand
the reason why the Sukkah is a frail structure, one suited for temporary dwelling
only.

7 Rashi explains:
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They ran after him to swallow him up— The gates thought that Shlomo was
referring to himself as the king of glory.



Ashkenazic communities have the custom of reciting L’Dovid Hashem O’ri(Tehillim
Perek 27) beginning in Elul and concluding before Simchas Torah. One of the
verses (Posuk 5), relevant for our upcoming Yom Tov is:
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G-d will hide me in His Sukkah on a day of trouble he will secret me in the
hidden part of His tent; He will raise me on a rock.

Doesn’t it seem strange that if we are fleeing from evil, if we are threatened with
harm and destruction that we will take refuge in a Sukkah? Isn’t the Sukkah frail
and flimsy?

Doesn’t a Sukkah seem like a poor choice for a protective shelter?
But, the answer is that that is exactly the point.

The purpose of residing in a Sukkah, a hut made for temporary living is to
remember that it is G-d Who protects me, not the physical shelters in which |
place my trust.

It is davkathe Sukkah in which we reside a few days after Yom Kippur. Residing in
the Sukkah is the acid test if we were paying mere lip service on that holiest of
days or there was, in fact, at least a modicum of sincerity in our words, our
thoughts and our hearts.

It is davka because we forgot that the world that we construct is only a Sukkah, a
frail abode, that dynasties come to an end and the Shechinah forsakes us, taking
Its home with It.

That is why the Mishnah in Masseches Sukkah (Perek 2/Mishnah 9) teaches us:
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All seven days of Sukkos a person makes his Sukkah as his permanent
dwelling and his home as a temporary one.



When it rains, from when is he allowed to go into his house®? When the
water coming into the soup ruins it’.

The Chachamim explained it as a parable: To what is this matter [of rain
causing a person to leave the Sukkah and enter his house] compared? It is
compared to a servant who comes to pour his master his goblet of wine but
the master throws the wine from the cup onto the face of the servant.

The Sukka is a reminder of G-d’s protection. When He causes it to rain He shows
that He has removed His special protection.

The Sukkah is flimsy. Does the fact that the Sukkah is such a flimsy residence
mean that we are totally bereft of strength, with no ability to survive on our own?

Sukkos has an additional Mitzvah, that of the Arbo’oh Minim of Lulav, Esrog,
Hadassim and Arovos. Let us see what they represent, especially in the context of
what we have learned here.

We read in PesiktaD’RavKahana (27/2):
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8There are many opinions that on the first night of Sukkos one has to make
Kiddush and eat a k’zayisof bread (but without the bracha of LeishevBaSukkah)in
the Sukkah even when it is raining.

9The commentators explain that viewing the occurrence of rain during Sukkos as
Divine anger is only in climates where rain is unusual. In climates where Sukkos
occurs during the rainy season, that moisture is not a curse.

Nonetheless the person may still leave the Sukkah.

10The complete verse reads:
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Rabi Avin said a parable of two people who go to court before the judge;
we do not know who was victorious. But, when one of the litigants takes
some wine, we know that he won [because he was celebrating].

It is similar with Israel and the angelic officers of the nations of the world.
They enter and argue before Hashem on Rosh Hashanah and we do not
know who won.

But, when Israel goes out from before Hashem with their Lulavim and their
Esrogim in their hands we know that Israel won. Thus, Moshe warns Israel
and says to them, ‘Take for yourselves on the first day....”

When there is an understanding of where the source of our strength is, when our
Yom HaKippurim davening was not mere lip-service, then we are strong and carry
our armaments to prove it.

When there is misplaced emphasis on our prowess and such misplaced emphasis
leads us to forget the true source of power and prowess, our imagined sources of
prowess find themselves decimated.

When they are decimated, all that we have left are frail structures that cannot
really protect us.

If we are battered by the elements then we see that we have not deserved G-d’s
protective hand; we are the servant who is belittled.

If on the other hand, despite our apparently tenuous circumstances we are
spared, then we know that we have been hidden in His Sukkah.

This Sukkos we will all recite:
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The Merciful One should erect for us the fallen Sukkah of Dovid.

You shall take for yourself on the first day, an esrog, a lulav, haddassim and
aravos and you shall rejoice before Hashem for seven days.



Let us pray for the restoration of TIT Nn'a NID. Let us seek the restoration of the
seed of Dovid HaMelech to lead us.

And let us not forget that these prayers can be fulfilled if we allow ourselves to be
protected in the Divine Sukkah that never falls and never fails.

ChagSameach
Shabbat Shalom

Rabbi Pollock



